








TRAFFIC RECORDS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

BACKGROUND

Understanding and making optimal use of information 

technology is a critical challenge facing Michigan’s highway 

safety professionals. Knowing the how, when, where, who, 

and why traffi  c crashes have occurred is the foundation of 

a comprehensive traffi  c safety analysis system. Crash, traffi  c 

citation, medical, judiciary, and driver records must be avail-

able so proper decisions can be made and eff ective safety 

policies and projects can be developed and implemented. 

Understanding and using integrated traffi  c records to 

plan and assess safety programs, as well as leveraging criti-

cal resources, is needed to protect public safety. Systems 

currently in place must be assessed and improved to meet 

the needs of our safety professionals. 

A complete traffi  c records program is necessary for plan-

ning (problem identifi cation), operational management or 

control, and evaluation of a state’s highway safety activities. 

The statewide program should include, or provide for, infor-

mation for the entire state. This type of program is basic to 

the implementation of all highway safety countermeasures 

and is the key ingredient to their eff ective and effi  cient 

management. 

SAFETY AWARENESS

Safety awareness involves an appreciation of the impor-

tance of highway safety and an understanding of the op-

portunities to improve safety through the strategic commit-

ment of highway dollars toward traffi  c safety. 

Safety conscious planning (SCP) considers projects and 

strategies to increase the safety and security of the trans-

portation system for motorized and non-motorized travel. 

SCP’s proactive approach brings safety partners together to 

identify key issues and implement targeted practical strate-

gies to prevent or reduce traffi  c fatalities and injuries. 

STRATEGIES:

 Improve timeliness and accuracy of data collection, 

analysis processes, accessibility, distribution, and 

systems including the linkage of crash, roadway, driver, 

medical, Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System 

(CODES), enforcement, conviction, homeland security 

data, etc. 

 Promote and increase electronic crash reporting which 

aids in the collection of accurate, timely and accessible 

data.

 Expand the local agencies’ role, funding, and other 

resources to improve safety, and application of 

appropriate geometric, roadside and “Manual on 

Uniform Traffi  c Control Devices” (MUTCD) standards. 

 Provide highway safety training and technical assistance 

to state and local personnel. 

 Increase coordination, communication, and cooperation 

among various public and private organizations that 

share responsibilities for highway and transportation 

safety in Michigan. 

 Institutionalize SCP to include safety criteria at the state 

and local level. 

 Improve public and legislative awareness of critical 

highway safety issues. 
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